
Guide to evaluating the results of a plagiarism check 

 

The Similarity Check service has been created to allow authors to check the match between 

submitted manuscripts and already published scientific articles and web pages using a text 

comparison tool, iThenticate. The basic aim of the service is to help researchers avoid accidental 

plagiarism of other people's work or their own previously published work. 

 

It is important to stress that the program is not specifically designed to detect plagiarism, but 

only to check for similarity. This means that if the source attribution is missing, but the text/text 

fragment is not a copy of content available online, it cannot be filtered out. Alternatively, if 

someone quotes verbatim and does so professionally, i.e. uses quotation marks and source 

attribution, the system will still flag the similarity. Pay particular attention to the fact that only 

citations and matches to online content can be filtered out. 

 

Information about our service can be found under Research Support -> Scholarly publishing  

-> Plagiarism Checker. You can send your documents to be checked in docx or pdf format or 

any questions to plagium@ek.szte.hu. In the case of docx, please make sure that no comments 

and/or changes are left in the document. 

 

 



 

 

 

In the following, we look at how the results returned should be interpreted. After the library 

runs the received document through the service, it generates a pdf and an html file of the 

similarity search result, which is sent back to the author, to the faculty in the case of a thesis, 

and to the doctoral school/thesis supervisor in the case of a dissertation. 

 

 



 

The html file contains the sources broken down into links leading to the original sources with 

which the system found a match. 

 

 



 

In the pdf, you will first see the manuscript, where the sections of text that match a link are 

highlighted in colour. You can see in summary at the end of the pdf, under the Similarity Index 

section, that the text in red (signed with the number 1) shows a 9% match, i.e. 481 identical 

words to the link discovery.researcher.life. 

Note that matching text does not necessarily mean plagiarism: it may be correctly quoted, or it 

may use for example, standard or generic scientific terms. 

 

It is therefore worth checking the level and proportion of the match in the selected passages, 

whether it is just a commonly used term, phrase or word combination in the subject area, or 

whether it is a real match but has been correctly cited.  

 

In the Similarity Index section, you can also see a summary of the total percentage of matches 

from the different sources added together. So the Similarity Index is basically the sum of the 

percentages of matches, and importantly it does not indicate anything on its own. For example, 

in the case of a doctoral thesis, where candidates are expected to publish continuously in their 

subject, the Similarity Index may show a higher number and thus be evaluated differently. 

 

 



What to look out for? 

The percentage of the Similarity index can be of two types: 

1. Low, below 20 percent, this also needs to be checked: 

a. For example, check that the references are correct, 

b. or are the matching texts correctly marked? 

2. High, above 20 percent, the aforementioned cases should also be checked.  

a. However, it is worth considering whether we have included a significant, longer 

quotation from a source that has increased the word count/percentage by so much;  

b. or many short quotes from several sources. 

After all, we may have a consistent primary source for our manuscript that we cite, or we may 

use more than one source in a larger proportion for a synthesizing work.  

It is also advisable to check in which part of the thesis the extensive citation is made – it may 

be more acceptable in the literature review, the methodology section and the description of 

materials and tools but less so in the discussion of the topic and conclusions section. 

 

What else should be considered and examined when analysing the results of a similarity 

check? 

- To what extent is the use of previous own publications accepted in the practice of the doctoral 

school? 

- Are self-references indicated? 

- Whether there is a primary text (literary work, historical source, legislation) in the discipline 

that should be taken into account differently when summarising 

- Where self-referencing is used, it is important to consider the copyright issues regarding the 

extent and to what extent and method of the re-use 

- Whether the co-authors have declared how much the doctoral student has contributed to the 

cited publication 

- Whether the co-authors and copyright holders of the previously published articles have given 

permission for republication 

 

So it is very important that authors follow copyright rules when citing their own or co-authored 

previously published work. Indeed, written permission from the publisher may be required for 

a certain level of re-use of previously published data.  

Many publishers include this information on their website under the "Permissions" menu. You 

can also check the instructions in the section for authors or the forms to be filled in to see what 

the publisher/journal expects from authors regarding republication. 



 


